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Press Release

Schleswig-Holstein Minister President visits Neumunster, Germany

Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown technology meanwhile
In demand across the globe

Neumdinster, Germany, July 8, 2020 — since the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, the

worldwide demand for protective masks and apparel has resulted in a record number of new
orders in the high double-digit millions of euros at the Oerlikon Nonwoven business unit of the

Swiss Oerlikon Group. From the manufacturing site in Neumiunster, Germany, the high-tech
meltblown systems — with their patented ecuTEC+ nonwovens electro-charging technology —
are meanwhile be exported all over the world. For the very first time, a contract has now been
signed with a business in Australia. Today, Schleswig-Holstein’s Minister President Daniel
Giinther was won over on site by the technology of a ‘global player’. Rainer Straub, Head of

Oerlikon Nonwoven, was thrilled, stating: “The machines and systems for manufacturing

manmade fiber and nonwovens solutions from Neumunster enjoy an outstanding reputation

throughout the world. It is especially in this crisis that the technology from Schleswig-Holstein

has proven itself to be absolutely world-class.”

In addition to a tour of the meltblown system and its assembly and production facilities, the visit by
Minister President Daniel Giinther had one purpose above all: the dialog between politicians and busi-
ness. Rainer Straub, Head of Oerlikon Nonwoven, and Matthias Pilz, Head of Oerlikon Neumag, jointly

expressed their thanks for the support that Oerlikon has repeatedly had the fortune to experience over
the past months and years in Schleswig-Holstein and looked to the future full of hope. “As a result of
our additional investment at the site here in Neumiinster — be this in our new technology center that
will be completed by the end of this year or in our new logistics center that is already operating — we,
as one of the region’s largest employers, are continuing to move forward, supported by a State Gov-
ernment that is also focusing on both promoting industry and business and on advancing an efficient
training and educational system, as innovation is only possible with outstanding engineers”, stated
Matthias Pilz. And Rainer Straub directed his appeal specifically at the Minister President: “Treat edu-
cation and training as a priority. Ultimately, they will secure the future of Schleswig-Holstein as a cen-

ter of excellence and manufacturing!”
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Five-million-euro digitalization program

Daniel Gunther, the incumbent Minister President of Schleswig-Holstein since 2017, immediately re-
sponded, making reference to one of the Federal State’s current training initiatives: “The State Gov-
ernment is supporting higher education institutions and students in the present coronavirus crisis. With
a five-million-euro digitalization program, we are investing on the long-term digitalization of our higher

education institutions. With this, we are overall creating a future for young people, particularly also for

those who could very well go on to invent the next generation of manmade fiber systems.”

And the Minister President was just as impressed by the willingness and readiness with which Oer-

likon has been providing high-level support since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic to master
the present challenges as he was with the company’s meltblown technology itself. Rainer Straub ex-

plained: “When, at the beginning of the pandemic in February, demand for protective face masks in-

creased rapidly, we at Oerlikon Nonwoven responded immediately. We ramped up all the available
production capacities here in Neumdinster in order to quickly manufacture nonwovens for producing
face masks using our laboratory systems. As a result, we have been able to make a small, regional
contribution to covering demand. In parallel, we have pulled out all the stops in order to systematically

further expand our skills as machine and system builders so as to cater to the initially expected, and

now also continuing, global demand for meltblown systems as quickly as possible.”

Leading meltblown technology

The Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown technology — with which nonwovens for protective masks can also

be manufactured, among other things — is recognized by the market as being the technically most

efficient method for producing highly-separating filter media made from plastic fibers. The capacities

for respiratory masks available in Europe to date are predominantly manufactured on Oerlikon
Nonwoven systems. “Ever more manufacturers in the most diverse countries are hoping to become
independent of imports. Therefore, what we are experiencing in Germany is also happening in both
industrialized and emerging countries throughout the world”, commented Rainer Straub. In addition to

China, Turkey, the United Kingdom, South Korea, Austria and numerous countries in both North and
South America, Australia and not least Germany will for the first time also be among the countries to

which Oerlikon Nonwoven will be delivering machines and equipment before the end of 2021.
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Caption: Daniel Giinther (2" from left), Schleswig-Holstein’s Minister President, together with Rainer
Straub, Head of Oerlikon Nonwoven, Matthias Pilz, Head of Oerlikon Neumag, and Matthias Wésch,
Chairman of the Works Council, at the tour of the Neumunster site where the Oerlikon Nonwoven
meltblown technology — currently in huge demand across the globe — is manufactured. (Image

rights/photo: Oerlikon)

Caption: The Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown technology is recognized by the market as being the
technically most efficient method for producing highly-separating filter media made from plastic fibers.
(Image rights/photo: Oerlikon)
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About Oerlikon

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) develops modern materials, systems and surface technologies and provides
specialized services aimed at securing high-performance products and systems with long lifespans for
customers. Supported by its technological core competencies and its strong financial footing, the cor-
poration continues its medium-term growth plan by implementing three strategic factors: focusing on
attractive growth markets, ensuring structural growth and expanding through targeted M&A activities.
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Oerlikon is a globally-leading technology and engineering corporation, operating its business in two
segments (Surface Solutions and Manmade Fibers) and employing around 11,100 members of staff at
182 sites in 37 countries worldwide. In 2019, Oerlikon generated sales of CHF 2.6 billion and invested
more than CHF 120 million in research & development.

For further information: www.oerlikon.com

About the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment

With its Oerlikon Barmag, Oerlikon Neumag and Oerlikon Nonwoven brands, the Oerlikon Manmade
Fibers segment is one of the leading provider of manmade fiber filament spinning systems, texturing
machines, BCF systems, staple fiber systems and solutions for the production of nhonwovens and — as
a service provider — offers engineering solutions for the entire textile value added chain.

As a future oriented company, the research and development at this division of the Oerlikon Group is
driven by energy-efficiency and sustainable technologies (e-save). With its range of polycondensation
and extrusion systems and their key components, the company caters to the entire manufacturing
process — from the monomer all the way through to the textured yarn. The product portfolio is rounded
off with automation and Industrie 4.0 solutions.

The primary markets for the product portfolio of Oerlikon Barmag are in Asia, especially in China, India
and Turkey, and — for those of Oerlikon Neumag and Oerlikon Nonwoven — in the USA, Asia, Turkey
and Europe. Worldwide, the segment — with just under 3,000 employees — has a presence in 120
countries with production, sales and distribution and service organizations. At the R&D centers in
Remscheid, Neumiinster (Germany) and Suzhou (China), highly-qualified engineers, technologists
and technicians develop innovative and technologically-leading products for tomorrow’s world.

For further information: www.oerlikon.com/manmade-fiber
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