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Press Release

Increased demand for industrial yarns systems

Industrial yarns still in demand

Remscheid, January 2, 2017 — last year, the Remscheid-based systems manufacturer Oerlikon
Barmag secured an above-average number of industrial yarns projects. The general trend was
once again confirmed within the context of the ITMA Asia + CITME in October 2016.

This shows the sustainable success of the comprehensive range of innovative process solutions offered
for the entire industrial yarns product program. With its global network, Oerlikon Barmag is positioning
itself as a leading partner and a solutions provider of efficient ‘from-melt-to-yarn’ production processes.

The new systems that will be commissioned over this year are primarily focused on the Asian region;
however, manufacturing industrial yarns is also interesting for producers in Europe due to the compara-
bly high margins and specialized areas of application. “We are experiencing huge demand for industrial
yarn systems. Customers are asking for products that offer an interesting margin, such as specialties
and industrial yarns, for example”, comments Oliver Lemke, Regional Sales Director at Oerlikon Bar-
mag.

Stefan Becker, Senior Expert Research and Development, adds: “What has, for example, been very
well received by our customers is that our current machine concepts for industrial fine-titer nylon yarns
allow us to offer configurations that are specifically tailored to the product requirements of the end ap-
plication of these yarns, such as tents, tarpaulins, parachutes, etc. Here, the focus of the machine design
is both on the product quality of the yarns in typical titer ranges of between 20 and 70 den and on
production efficiency and, above all, on the optimization of the conversion costs.”

The vast majority of the additional output of polyester and polyamide yarns will be deployed in the au-
tomotive sector (airbags, safety belts, tire cord). A further application area focuses on the broad spec-
trum of geotextiles and products for textile construction. And the continuing trend towards polyester
yarns as a substitute for polyamide — prevalent among many product categories such as airbags, for
example —is being confirmed by our projects. This is above all due to the constantly improving properties
of polyester with simultaneously considerably lower raw material costs. Despite all this, the market for
industrial yarns continues to diversify and develop very much in line with the specific end applications.
Here, the rising demand for so-called high-performance tires is resulting in both increased demand for
PET HMLS yarns and in the greater output of PA66 yarns for use in cap ply.

Oerlikon Barmag offers flexible and product quality-oriented machine concepts that efficiently cover
these requirements with excellent conversion costs for all product categories. To this end, systems for
manufacturing yarns for PET and PA airbags, tires and safety belts are successfully operating in the
automotive sector, while there are also systems being used for textile applications such as upholstery
and carpets. With this, the yarn production for all automotive sector applications can be covered by
Oerlikon Barmag solutions.
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Airbags, safety belts, tire cord, geotextiles, safety ropes, conveyor belts — Oerlikon Barmag industrial
yarn systems manufacture filament yarns for the most diverse applications.
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About Oerlikon

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) is a leading global technology Group, with a clear strategy of becoming a global
powerhouse in surface solutions, advanced materials and materials processing. The Group is committed
to investing in value-bringing technologies that provide customers with lighter, more durable materials
that are able to increase performance, improve efficiency and reduce the use of scarce resources. A
Swiss company with over 100 years of tradition, Oerlikon has a global footprint of over 13 500 employees
at more than 170 locations in 37 countries and sales of CHF 2.7 billion in 2015. The company invested
CHF 103 million in R&D in 2015 and has over 1 350 specialists developing innovative and customer-
oriented products and services.

For further information: www.oerlikon.com
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About the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment

With its Oerlikon Barmag and Oerlikon Neumag brands, Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment is the world
market leader for manmade fiber filament spinning systems, texturing machines, BCF systems, staple
fiber systems, nonwovens and artificial turf systems and — as a service provider — offers engineering
solutions for the entire textile value added chain. As a future oriented company, the research and de-
velopment at this division of the Oerlikon Group is driven by energy-efficiency and sustainable technol-
ogies. With the expansion of the product range to include polycondensation systems and their key com-
ponents, the company now caters to the entire process — from the monomer all the way through to the
textured yarn. The primary Oerlikon Barmag markets are in Asia, and — for Oerlikon Neumag — in the
USA, Turkey and China. Correspondingly, Oerlikon Barmag and Oerlikon Neumag — with just under
2,500 employees — has a worldwide presence in 120 countries as part of the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers
network of production, sales and distribution and service organizations. At the R&D centers in Rem-
scheid, Neuminster and Chemnitz, highly-qualified engineers and technicians develop innovative and
technologically-leading products for tomorrow’s world.

For further information: www.oerlikon.com\manmade-fibers




